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THE MUSIC COLLECTION AT MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY, NEWFOUNDLAND 
-by Peter Higham 
Music cataloguer/col lections l  ibrarian 
[The second in a descriptive ser ies  on Canadian music resource collections] 
For t h e  L i b r a r y  a t  Memorial Un ivers i ty ,  music 
i s  n a t u r a l l y  j u s t  one f i e l d  i n  a  wide range 
o f  d i s c i p l i n e s  co l lec ted.  Re la t ive  t o  the  
otners, however, music does q u i t e  we l l ,  a t  
a  campus o f  some 12,000 f u l l - t i m e  students, 
w i t n  a  music student enrol lment o f  70 
undergraduates. Tne cen t ra l i zed  system holds 
over a  m i l l  i o n  books and a  m i l l i o n  microforms 
i n  tne  Queen E l izabeth  I 1  L ibrary .  Besides 
the  main l i b r a r y ,  there  have been on ly  two 
o the r  l i b r a r y  operations: the  Heal th Sciences 
L i b r a r y  and the Curriculum Mate r ia l s  Centre. 
The recent1 y-opened Music Resource Centre 
i s  t ne  on l y  special  L i b r a r y  operation. 
Tn is  i s  perhaps an a ~ ~ r o ~ r i a t e  t im  t o  take 
an overview o f  t he  music c o l l e c t i o n  a t  Memorial 
Un ivers i ty ,  s ince p a r t  o f  i t  has recen t l y  
been relocated.  I n  September 1985 a  new music 
b u i l d i n g  was opened, and i n  December the 
music and recordings, formerly housed i n  
an audio-v isual  f a c i l i t y  i n  t he  main (QE 
11) l i b r a r y ,  were moved t o  the Music Resource 
Centre i n  tne  new b u i l d i n g  -- a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
departure from the  usual cen t ra l i zed  l i b r a r y  
p r a c t i c e  here. The Music Resource Centre 
(MRC) which holds music and recordings i s  
located i n  the new music bu i ld ing,  b u t  was 
s e t  UD and i s  o ~ e r a t e d  by the  L ibrary .  The 
c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t he re fo re  div ided: books about 
music remain i n  the  main l i b r a r y .  The main 
stacks a l so  r e t a i n  music ma te r ia l s  (notab ly  
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  f o l k  music) n o t  of cen t ra l  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t n e  School of Music. I t  should 
be noted t n a t  t ne  Department o f  Fo l k lo re  
nas over a  tnousand f o l k  music recordings 
noused i n  i t s  Fo l k lo re  Archives; t h i s  i s  
p a r t i a l l y  i n  suDDort of i t s  Ph.D. Drogram 
i n  f o l k l o r e  -- Memorial i s  one of two 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  Canada ( t n e  o ther  being Lava l )  
which o f f e r  sucn a  degree. The o the r  c o l l e c t i o n  
of music outs ide l i b r a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  
one of band and orchest ra l  Darts and choral 
music, which belongs t o  the  School of Music. 
There are f o u r  f u l l - t i m e  c o l l e c t i o n s  l i b r a r i a n s  
a t  Memorial. L ib ra r i ans  i n  o tne r  d i v i s ions ,  
who are esoec ia l l y  qua l i f i ed  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
subject  areas, assume co l l ec t i ons  du t i es  f o r  
t h a t  area, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t n e i r  regu la r  work. 
Tne music cataloguer, by v i r t u e  o f  h i s  work 
and du t i es  as c o l l e c t i o n s  l i b r a r i a n  f o r  music, 
maintains c lose contact  w i t n  both MRC and 
tne music facul ty.  A l l  mater ia l  i n  MRC i s  
f u l l y  catalogued and i s  accessible through 
a  COM catalogue. Recordings are n o t  c l a s s i f i e d ,  
but  assigned an accession number. Wnile tne 
stacks are open, they are n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a ~ ~ r o ~ r i a t e  f o r  browsing a t  t h i s  time, except 
t o  see tne most recent acqu is i t ions .  Recordings 
do no t  c i r cu la te ,  but  are  f o r  use w i t n i n  tne 
f a c i l i t y .  Likewise, c i r c u l a t i o n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
e x i s t  on some o the r  items, such as composers' 
complete works. 
Once tne decis ion had been made t o  s e t  up 
a  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t y  i n  the new Music bu i l d ing ,  
tne  L ib ra ry  was given a  r e l a t i v e l y  f ree nand 
i n  designing and appo in t ing  tne sDace provided. 
However, a  l o s s  o f  space (whicn d i d n ' t  appear 
i n  tne d r a f t  p lans) a t  tne  entrance t o  tne  
room, combined w i t n  the ex t ra  space requ i red 
by tne t a t t l e - t a p e  system-gate a t  t ne  doors, 
d i c ta ted  adjustment o f  tne  f l o o r  plan. Tne 
open stack wal l -sne lv ing nolds records and 
scores. Table-too shelv ing i n  tne cent re  of 
the  room w i l l  hold a  very small music reference 
co l l ec t i on ,  s u ~ ~ l e m e n t a r y  t o  t h a t  i n  the main 
l i b r a r y .  Along another wa l l ,  arranged i n  
two rows w i t h  f l o o r  e l e c t r i c a l  o u t l e t s  between, 
are 18 c a r r e l s  used f o r  l i s t e n i n g  s ta t ions.  
Tney a l l  conta in  audio equipment on a  s h e l f  
above the desk surface. The arrangement i s  
sucn t h a t  equipment between c a r r e l s  may be 
connected w i t n  e l e c t r i c a l  leads f o r  dubbing 
ourposes. I t  was deemed approor ia te  t h a t  
the  MRC nouse a  few microcom~uters used almost 
exc lus i ve l y  by students f o r  e a r - t r a i n i n g  
programs. There i s  a " s i l e n t "  piano a t  hand: 
scores may be read, using headphones, w i thout  
d i s t u r b i n g  o thers  i n  tne room. Tne F a c i l i t y  
provides, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  tne car re ls ,  space 
f o r  patrons a t  study tables.  Tne MRC should 
be adequate t o  accommodate a considerable 
increase i n  music student ~ o ~ u l a t i o n .  Snelving 
seace --wnen a l l  tne  snelv ing ordered i n  J u l y  
l985 i s  f i n a l l y  i n s t a l l e d  -- should be ample 
for foreseeable growtn i n  music mater ia ls .  
Co l l ec t i ons  work f o r  books on music i s  kept 
~ e l a t i v e l  y under cont ro l  tnrougn se lec t i on  
forms f o r  new books from Coutts and Blackwells, 
and tnrough .scanning pub1 i sners ' b l  urbs and 
pe r iod i ca l  reviews. Music and recordings pose . 
more of a problem, as i t  takes some t ime t o  
determine t n e  worst gaps i n  tne c o l l e c t i o n  
and how best  t o  fill tnem. Obtaining ma te r ia l  
presents a f u r t h e r  problem, i n  the  vagaries 
o f  order ing througn d i s t r i b u t o r s .  Facu l ty  
members general l y request spec i f  i c i tems whicn 
they requ i re  i n  a sno r t  t ime -- usua l l y  too  
sho r t  t o  a l l ow  successful acqu is i t i on .  
Backorders i n  music o r  recordings are d i f f i c u l t  
t o  ob ta in  i n  the normal course o f  o ~ e r a t i o n s .  
Recordings are  purchased i n  d i sc  form, and 
w i l l  be acquired i nc reas ing l y  i n  compact d isc:  
tn ree CD machines nave been bougnt already. 
As y e t  tnere  i s  no CD co l l ec t i on ,  because 
o f  delays w i t n  suppl iers.  Tne MRC a l s o  has 
casset te  players,  used most ly f o r  tapes dubbed 
by professors, pu t  on reserve f o r  courses 
r e q u i r i n g  l i s t e n i n g  t o  excerpts of numerous 
works. Tne L ibrary ,  f o r  a time, dubbed new 
recordings on t o  cassette. This o r a c t i c e  was 
discont inued i n  1983 as i t  was considered 
a copyr ight  infr ingement, as wel l  as unnecessary 
expense. 
It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g i ve  exact  noldings, bu t  
t ne  fo l lowing f igures  should prov ide a more 
accurate and up-to-date p i c t u r e  than those 
given i n  .the 1980 Music resources i n  Canadian 
co l l ec t i ons :  
6200 books on music 
85 pe r iod i ca l  t i t l e s  
3200 scores, sheet music, o r  books o f  
music 
2900 LP recordings 
1200 7 8 r ~ m  d iscs  ( uncatal ogued) 
Simple reference questions may be nandled 
a t  t ne  MRC, wh i l e  more c o m ~ l e x  questions may 
be referred t o  an informat ion services l i b r a r i a n  
i n  the  main l i b r a r y ,  o r  t he  music 
cataloguer/col1ect ions 1 i brar ian.  The main 
l i b r a r y  of course, provides computer search 
services and i n t e r 1  i b r a r y  loan. 
The music c o l l e c t i o n  nas grown considerably 
i n  the past  few years, tnougn i t  s t i l l  remains 
small. I n  these t imes of slashed m a t e r i a l s  
budgets, i t  w i l l  become more d i f f i c u l t  t o  
grow subs tan t i a l l y .  To t n i s  date, the  L i b r a r y  
has n o t  y e t  had t o  allocate$' spec i f i c  quotas 
, 
f o r  ma te r ia l s  budgets by subject .  Suooort 
commi t tment w i l l  be maintained f o r  t he  degrees 
Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Music 
Education, and f o r  basic researcn by Memorial ' S  
music facul ty.  
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